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Arthur Herman Bremerj 
wrote in his diary that he was 
an “assassin” who had a “de 
sign to kill President Nixon,’ 
according to testimony of two 
psychiatrists yesterday. But he 
ended up shooting Alabama 
Gov. George C. Wallace in- 
stead as the fulfillment of a 
schizophrenic fantasy, they 



Dr. Eugene B. Brody termed 
it “the hunt for the President’ 
m relating the contents of I 
Bremer’s diary and psychiatric 
Interviews with the suspect. 
Recounted Brody; “The de- 
struction of (the President) 
would be followed by (Bre- 
mer’s) own death, (and) of- 
fered the only opportunity (to 
Bremer) of being number one, 
represented the translation 
into action of some fantasy ...” I 



Another defense psychia- 
ttist. Dr. Sheila Gray, of 
Chevy Chase, said Bremer’s 
“idea to assassinate the Presi- 
dent, which was his original 
idea for which Gov. Wallace 
was a substitute,” was an at 
tempt to “get his mother ti 
love him.” 

The testimony came in the 
third day of Bremer’s trial in 
Prince George’s County Cir- 
cuit Court on state charges of 
shooting Wallace and three 
other persons at a Wallace po- 
litical rally May 15 in a Laurel 
shopping center. 

Canadian governmc.. . 
sources had previously said 
that Bremer was “stalking” 
President Nixon during the 
President’s official state visit 
to Ottawa several months ago. 
Yesterday’s trial testimony 
confirmed this and went fur- 
therj showing that Bremer 
himself detailed his “criss- 
crossing the country (the U.S.) 
in pursuit of President 
Nixon,” in the words of Brody'. 
Both psychiatrists testified 
that Bremer is schizophrenic 
—the classical “split personal- 
ity” that is one of the worst of 
human mental disorders. 

Both said it is possible that 
Bremer was going through a 
schizophrenic attack at the 
time he is alleged to have shot 
Wallace. 

Pressed on cross-examina- 
tion by prosecutor Arthur A. 
Marshall Jr. as to whether 
Bremer actually told them in 
interviews that he shot Wal- 
lace, both defense psychia- 
trists said they could not be 
absolutely sure about what 
Bremer had said in that re- 
gard. 

“Very honestly I could not 
determine . . . whether he had 
actually committed the acts or 
had simply gone to the shop- 
ping center . . . thinking he 
might,” said Dr. Gray. She 
said this was so because basi- 
cally she could not be sure if 
anything Bremer told her 
were fact or fantasy. 

“Did he tell you how he en- 
joyed shooting Gov. Wallace 
or not?” asked Marshall of 
Brody. , 
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began on March 4 the 114-page 
diary that was read to the jury 
last night. Brody and Bremer’s 
defense attorney, Benjamin 
Lipsitz, called the document a 
diary while prosecutor Mar- 
shall called it a “book,” noting 
that the document, contains 
the words, “copyright, 1972, 
Arthur Herman Bremer” two 



Gray said near the end of 
her testimony, “I believe he 
(Bremer) should be confined 
to a mental hospital to protect 
himself from his suicidal tend- 
encies and to protect society 
from his homicidal ones.” 
Brody said that Bremer 
“fantasied that when he fired 
his gun at the President or 
Gov. Wallace he would cry 



from the diary and the two 
psychiatrists’ accounts, of the 
alleged acts and thoughts of 
Bremer as the part-time bus- 
boy and sometime college stu- 
dent apparently rearranged 
his drab life in a rundown Mil- 
waukee neighborhood to en- 
compass new drives: 

• Bremer carefully studied 
the lives of famous assassins 
like Lee Harvey Oswald and 
Sirhan B. Sirhan and also 
studied the assassination of 
Archduke Ferdinand, which 
became a factor in triggering 
World War I. Gray testified 



out, “A penny for your 
thoughts.’ ” 

This “silly” or “pseudo-hu- 
mor” type of comment was 
typical of Bremer’s responses 
in many situations, the psychi- 
atrist said. He charaterized 
Bremer as a “loner” who was 
never in his life able to form 
any close emotional feelings 
even though he had a supe. 
rior intelligence that would 
place Bremer in the top 10 per 
cent of the nation’s population 
intellectually. 

He described the essence of 
B r e m e r ’s schizophrenia — a 








mer wrote in the diary: “I 
wonder if the joys and torture 
and boredom of death/are be- 
yond my weirdest dreams,/ and 
who among the dead can say 
they don’t dream?” 

Brody summed up what he 
called Bremer’s “inner loneli- 
ness” and “emptiness” with 
another quotation from the 
diary: 

“My future was small, my 
past an Insult to any human 
being.” 

He also noted the persistent 
suicide attempts during his 
life that Bremer had told him 
about. 

He added fresh details to 
testimony Tuesday that told of 
a Bremer plan to go to a busy 
downtown Milwaukee bridge 
and commit mass murder with 
pistols. 

Bremer had been dissuaded 
from the plan, according to 
the earlier testimony, because 
a waitress had smiled at him 
and been nice to him. 

Brody said the mass murder 
plan was very close to being 
carried out. He said Bremer 
told him he had carried two 
handguns and hundreds of 



to know what Bre- 
mer’s first response had been 

Stammeyer said: “A hooded, 
comic character: a butterfly; 
the head of a Picasso sculp 
ture in Chicago; a flsnng bat; a 
on each of the 10 cards, 
catfish; two hands giving the 
thumbs-up sign; dogs or liz- 
ards; flying , or shooting stars; 
and seahorses.” 

“On the basis of responses 
like this were you able to 
strip Mr. Brewer of his inner 
soul?” asked Marshall, a short, 
gray-haired man who custo- 
marily wears an air of worried 
concentration in the court-' 

; The .defense attorney ob- 
jected to the question and 
Starmeyer left the witness 

Through most of this testi- 
mony Bremer, a blond, stout, 
short young man, sat facing 
the witnesses with his elbows 
on the table, his face not visi- 
ble to the audience. 

He rarely turned to look at . 
the audience. On the first two 
days of trial, he turned fre- 
quently and smiled and sev- 
eral times stuck out his 
tongue. 

Nor did he joke extensively 
with his husky guards yester- 
day, although on the first two 



he took his tests, Marshall 
said. 

The testimony of the psy- 
chiatrists did not confirm 
whether Bremer had actually 
studied the tests, but it did 
reveal that he has long studied 
psychiatric or psychological ' 
journals. 

Beyond the Rorschack tests, 
however, Marshall did not 
draw any other possible par- 
allels between Sirhan and 
Bremer— the nation’s bnly two 
major accused political assassi- 
nation suspects ever to be 
brought to trial in modern 
times. 

Brody testified that the first 
crisis in Bremer’s life came at 
a^e H when the family made 
a move and Bremer felt dis- 
located. 

At that time, Bremer wrote 
in his diary, “There were 
times when I thought about 
killing myself every day for 
months at a time.” 

Bremer also said in the 
diary, “I remember pacing 
back and forth at age 11 
swearing that 1 would not live 
until I was 13.” 

He worried about ’ 









to kill the President and begin 
the diary were “important (be- 
cause) with this decision and 
the beginning of action (his 
travels) and moving toward a 
goal” tended to “reduce his 
anxiety.” 

Asked by Lipsitz if the 
shooting of Wallace was done 
in a schizophrenic frenzy of 
a fifth “acute psychotic epi- 
sode” in Bremer’s life, Brody 



Prosecutor Marshall 



yesterday at Prince George’s County Circuit 
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